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A three-year project by a Quail Creek group to collect donations for homeless 
veterans is getting national attention. 
 

Peggy McGee, president of The Women of Quail Creek, organized the 
project in 2011 as part of Make A Difference Day. They collected clothing, 
cash, backpacks, housewares and other items for homeless veterans, and the 
donations have continued to flow in. They were profiled in the April 4-6 issue 
of USA Weekend magazine. 
 

On Thursday, she will be among 14 people nationwide to be honored in 
Washington, D.C., by the magazine, Points of Light and Newman’s Own 
Foundation. 
 

McGee launched the effort on a long airplane ride to Australia and New 
Zealand where she knit hats for homeless veterans. That seed grew to 
include The Women of Quail Creek volunteers who helped knit more hats 
and then organized an annual Make-A-Difference Day of clothing donations 
for Tucson-area homeless veterans. 
 

In November, when McGee filed a report listing how many volunteers were 
involved, how many veterans were served and what the long-term effect 
would be, she never expected what would follow. 
 

“Although it was my idea, if The Women of Quail Creek didn’t support it the 
program would never have worked,” she said. “We collected 1,425 items of 
clothing, 2,976 miscellaneous kitchen and bathroom items, 115 pounds of 
toiletries and $756 in cash.” 
 

She was stunned in February when she  received an  e-mail  that her program 

was being considered as one of the Top 10 Make A Difference Day programs 
nationally. Days later, she received a phone call confirming her program had 
been selected. McGee was told that about 2,300 community organizations 
take part in the annual October public service program. The award comes 
with a $10,000 check that will further help veterans. 
 

Jodi Frederick, homeless veteran coordinator and clinical director of 
rehabilitation programs at the Southern Arizona VA, said the money will help 
with furniture and supplies veterans need as they set up a household. 
 

“When the veterans move into housing they have no furniture or furnishings 
so this will help them greatly,” she said. “We rely heavily on the community 
for donations so we are absolutely thrilled with this donation.” 
 

McGee, who was honored last year as one of Our Champions by the Green 
Valley News & Sun, was flown to Washington by the sponsors where she will 
attend a luncheon Wednesday and the presentation Thursday at the 
Washington  Marriott.  NBC “Today” show  hosts  Matt  Lauer  and  Savannah  
                    Guthrie will  help honor those who  
                     Make A Difference. 

National honorees 
Margaret Morris, Barbara Kittle, 
Peggy McGee, Ann Nease and Sandi 
Beach pitched in on a project for 
homeless veterans that has gained 
national interest. McGee holds up a 
copy of USA Weekend that profiled 
their efforts. 

 
Other honorees 
● The University of Akron: Students and faculty repaired park benches, helped 

public housing residents clean their apartments, worked on a Habitat for 

Humanity House, organized a cereal drive for a food bank and did other 

projects. 

● Nick Katsoris, Eastchester, N.Y.: A children’s book author, Katsoris motivated 

more than 20,000 kids nationwide to get involved in programs that 

included collecting canned foods for the homeless and making bracelets 

for children at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

● Operation Access, Sonoma County, Calif.:Program Director Daniel Rabkin 

and his colleagues got a group of ophthalmologists together to help save 

the sight of 24 local agricultural workers and day laborers and six needy 

patients with cataract surgery. 

● Escambia Charter School, Cantonment, Fla.:At-risk teens in a school in one 

of the state’s poorest counties collected 300 pounds of foods plus clothing 

and delivered the goods to three shelters on Make-A-Difference Day. 

They also did volunteer yard work for elderly and disabled homeowners. 

● Bailey Snow, Granite Bay, Calif.: A young man organized BrickDreams by 

collecting donations of Legos. He and his volunteers package and donate 

Legos to shelters where women come with their children to escape 

domestic violence. 

● Jessica Carscadden, San Diego: The 11-year-old girl got a volunteer program 

off the ground and collected 3,000 stuffed bears for police and firefighters 

to hand out to frightened and injured children when they make emergency 

calls. 

● Playworks, Washington, D.C.: Employee of a non-profit organization that 

provides children with safe play activities, Alison Vaux-Bjerke solicited 

volunteers to give the center a physical face lift by cleaning, doing 

landscaping, organizing the library, decorating recycling bins and other 

work. 

● A Place to Sleep, Shelbyville, Ky.: When 10-year-old Jessica Collins saw the 

film “The Blind Side” and learned some children didn’t have a place to 

sleep she took action. Four years later volunteers at her foundation 

crochet blankets, make quilts and donate supplies. They also delivered 

27 beds to children in need 

● Elijah Rodriguez, Leonardo, N.J.: One year after Hurricane Sandy devastated 

parts of New Jersey, this high school junior had friends who had no home 

to return to. He organized a relief walk, lined up sponsors, got his school 

band to entertain and collected over $7,000 in donations. 

City Honorees included City of Cleveland, Tenn., Weirton, W.V., and Fayetteville, 

Ark. The All-Star Honoree was the Assistance League in Burbank, Calif. 

 

National attention: Quail Creek group honored for veterans project 

Green Valley, Arizona 


